
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PREFACE. 

The following monograph is neither a handbook of 
statistics, nor a textbook of statistical science. It 
does not pretend to give full data on any subject, or 
to discuss all the questions of statistical method and 
procedure. It is merely an attempt to put, briefly, 
into English that conception of statistics which 
regards them not merely as information, but prin- 
cipally as contributions to the building of a social 
science. 

England and the United States occupy an honor- 
able position in statistical investigation; the former 
through the long activity of its Registrar-General's 
office, its Board of Trade, and the labors of such men 
as Tooke, Newmarch, Neison, Farr, Giffen and many 
others; the latter through its decennial censuses, 
especially the tenth, the reports of the Massachusetts 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, and the efforts of Dr. 
Edward Jarvis, Francis A. Walker, Carroll D. 
Wright, etc. 

Comparatively little effort, however, has been 
made in English to popularize statistics as a whole, 
to bring them into connection with social science, 
and to present a systematic view of the knowledge 
of human society which we are trying to gain by the 
statistical method. This has been done in Germany, 
France and Italy, by Mayr, Haushofer, Block, 
Morpurgo and others. 

This monograph rests largely on the labors of these 
men. In particular, the little book by Professor 
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Georg Mayr, Die Gesetzmassigkeit im Gesellschafts- 
leben, has been closely followed. The whole concep- 
tion of statistical science, the arrangement of parts, 
and many illustrations are directly from it; and it 
would be impossible for me to indicate fully how 
much I have been influenced by a book so small in 
compass and so rich in ideas. 

Many authorities have been used, a few of which 
are indicated at the beginning of each section. No 
attempt has been made to furnish a complete bibli- 
ography; and it was not thought worth while to 
multiply foot notes by giving the origin of each 
statistical statement. They are taken almost entirely 
from official documents which are easily accessible. 
The statistics for the United States are principally 
from the tenth census; those for Massachusetts, from 
the state census of 1885; those for Prussia, from the 
Zeitschrift des Preussischen statistischen Bureaus; 
for Germany, from Das statistische Jahrbuch fur 
das Deutsche Reich; and many international statistics, 
from the invaluable Italian publication, Movimento 
dello stato civile. 

It was intended, at first, to give three additional 
sections: — on the History and Literature of Statistics, 
on Statistical Bureaux, and on Reform in Statistical 
Organization and Methods. But the literature on 
these subjects in French and German is abundant 
and accessible to the special student, and has 
just been admirably supplemented by Mr. 0. F. 
Pidgin's Practical Statistics, and will be still further 
supplemented by the same author's History of 
Statistics which is promised next year. 

E. M. s. 



